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IN THE UNITED STATES DKTRICT COURT 
FOR TBffi DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



MAJID ABDULLA AL JOXJDI, et a/.. 
Petitioncrs/PlainttfEs, 

V. 

GEORGE W. BUSH, et oL, 
Respondeiits/DofisadaDts. 



Qvil ActionNo. 05-0301 (GK) 



SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION BY JULIA TARVER, ESQ- 

X Julia Tarvcr, declare that the following statements are true to the best of 
mykiiDWledge» information, fflidbe1ie£ 

1. I am a member Of the law firm of Paul, Weiss, RiQdnd, "Wharton & 
Garrison IXP, counsel jfor Petitioners in flie above-captioned action. I offer this 
Si5)plemeatal Declaration in furtha: support of Pctitioucrs* Motion to Compel Access to 
Counsel and lofoimation Related to Medical Treatment. 

2. Prom September 30 to October 2, 2005, my colleagues and I 
vidted tea clients at Guantdnamo on a previously-schedoled visit to the detention center. 
As soon as we arrived at the canq> on Friday morning, we were informed by Lt. 
Conunander De Alicante of the StajBF Judge Advocate groiq), that, as we had feared, at 
least two of our clients were paitidi»ating in the hunger strike, and both were currently 
being involuntarily force-fed through tubes inserted j&om their noses into their stomachs. 

3 . De Alicante told us tiiat Yousef Al Shehii - our client who was 
takcaprisonerby the American military while still a juvenile -was imprisoned m a 
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regular miKtaiy cdl, ^ere he was being fed in the morning and in the afternoon through 
the tube in his nose. When I inquired as to %^y he was not hospitalised, Dc Alicante 
informed me that he is able to receive his daily feedings while he is in his cell. 

4. De Alicante told us that anottior client, Abdul-Rahman Shalabi, 
was being involuntarily fed through his nose> as well, but that his conditionhad 
deteriorated to the point that he was bdng hdd in the camp hospital. Later that day, De 
Alicante told us that he had spoken to the doctor at the camp hospital, and the doctor 
thought that by Sunday Abdul-Rahman would be able to be hrougjit over by ambulance 
to Cmsp Echo, where all attomey-client visits take place. When we inquired as to 

• whcfiiei such a transfer would be in Abdul-Rahman's best interest, and whether we could 
iiistead meet with our client in the hospital where ho was being treated, De Alicante 
emphatically refdsed, stating that if Abdul-Rahman was not well enough to come to 
Camp Echo, we would not be peraiittcd to sec him, 
Yo^sefAlnShehri 

5. On Saturday, October 1, we were permitted to see our young 
client, Yousef Al-Shehri, for the first time since our visit in late July. His condition - 
physically, mentally, and emotionally - had drastically deteriorated in the interim. 

6. As indicated in my previous Declaration in support of this motion, 
Yousef had ended his previous hunger strike in July because he was told by high-level 
military officers that he would be released in no less ftian three weeks' time and fliat 
conditions in the camp would be inqiroved for all detainees. When these promises were 
broken, Yousef along with many other prisoners, reinstituted his hunger stri3ce in an act 
of obvious desperation. 
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7. Whea we saw him on Saturday moming, Yousef was emadatod 
and had lost a disturbing amoimt of weight (even when compared with our last visit, 
when wc had seen him only the day after he had discontinued his first hunger strike). 
This twentyKme year-old client was visibly weak and fiail, and was seated in a chair 
hehind a walker, on which he frequently leaned for-balancc during fiie interview. He had 
difficulty speaking because of lesions in his throat that were a result of the involuntary 
force-feeding he had been receiving &ioug^ his nose and throat. He held the nasal- 
gastric (**NG") tube away fiom his mouth in order to speak, andhe winced with pain on 
more than one occasion as We talked with him. His speech was slow and labored - a 
drastic difference fijom the young boy we first met in May of this year. 

8.. Yousef told us that the second hunger strike began on August 8, 
shortly aftcar we had last seen him. After j^yproximately seven days without any food or 
wateac, Yousef and four other prisoners were taken to a special detainee wing at 
Quant&iamo's military/civilian hospital, away from the detainee camp. At the hospital, 
he and the otiier detainees were verbally abused and insulted and were restrained from 
head to toe. They had shackles or other restramts on then arms, legs, waist, chest, knees 
and head. Wife tiiese restraints in place, they were given intravenous medication (often 
quite painfiifly as inexperienced medical professionals seemed incapable of locating 
cppropriate veins). Then amis wa:e swollen from the multiple attempts to stidc them 
with IV needles, Yousef told us that if the detainees moved, they were hit in the 
chest/hearL He said that one detainee feinted after such treatment, and that the doctors 
gave hTTTi a shot and he woke up in an hour. 
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9. After some time in the hospital, a medical team fixan the United 
States mainland aiiived and infoimed flae detainees they were going to he fed 
involuntarily. The detainees were told that &e Court had ordered such forced-feeding,^ 

10. Youaef was the second detainee to have anNG tube inserted into 
his nose and ptished aU the way down his throat and into Ms stomach* a procedure which 
caused him great pain, Yousef was given no anesthesia or sedative for the procedure; 
instead, two soldier restrained him - one holding his chin while the o&er held him hack 
by his hairj and a medical staff member forcefiilly inserted the tube in his nose and down 
his throat Much blood came out of his nose. Yousef said he couldnot speak for two 
days affcea: the procedure; he said he felt like a piece of metal was ioside of him. He said 
he could not sleep because of the severe pain. 

11. After two or three days, Yousef was given large amounts of Ensure 
(a liquid nutrition supplement) througji the tube in his nose. Yousef told the doctors that 
it was too mudi food, but the doctors gave it to him anyway, and it made him vomit 
repeatedly. He and other prisoners were vomiting ysp substantial amounts of blood. 
When they vomited up blood, the soldiers mocked and cursed at thetn, and taunted them 
with statements like 'look ssfbst your religion has hrou^ you." 



1 



Yousef was greatly disturbed to hear from us that there was no such court order of 
which we were aware. While we explamedftiat there may be ottier orders of which 
we were unaware, Yousef said that he and the others were only complying with the 
nasal tube feeding because they believed it had been ordered by this Court While, 
for ttie reasons subsequently explained, we were not able to meet witti Yousef a 
second time on our visit, we were told by the staff at Guantanamo that shortly after 
our meeting with Yousef he removed bis NG tube and encouraged fellow detainees 
to do the same because they had been lied to about the presence of an order requiring 
their force-feeding. 
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12. After two weeks of thia treatmeat, with little nxitrition and viitiially 
no sleep, fho prisoners were transferred back to Canap Delta and placed in solitary cells 
oa the MB§ Block. According to Yousei^ they stayed there for five days -without any 
food or water, including without any involuntary feeding through the NG tubes. During 
tins titno, flioy were subjected to various forms of psychological torture: soldiers laugjicd 
and made fim of them, rattled the laetal bare on thcdr cells at aU tiunes of the day and 
ni^t, interrupted tiieir prayers, and refascd to allow the ill detainees sleep, all in an efifoit 
to get fhem to stop the hunger strike. 

13. Fiually, ajfter five days, the detainees were transferred to a location 
they dcsfixibed as being for the mentally distuAed, In this area, the walls were made of 
foam, and there were strange lights and a hole in flio floor in which to urinate. It was in 
this location that the guards first began to insert larger, thicker tubes into the detainees' 
noses. 

14. These large tubes - the thickness of a fing«:, ho estimated - were 
viewed by the detainees as objects of torture. They were forcibly shoved up fiie 
detainees* noses and down into their stomachs. Again, no anesthesia or sedative was 
provided to alleviate fee obvious trauma of the procedure. Yousef said that be could not 
breathe with this thick tube inserted into his nose (which, when inserted, was so 1^^ 
caused his nostril to distend). When the tube wag r^noved, it was even more painfbl, and 
blood came gushing out of him. He famted, and sevcoral of the other detainees also lost 
consciousness. The detainees were told by the guards: **wc did this on purpose to malce 
you stop (he hunger strike." They were told that this tube would be inserted and removed 
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tvwco a day evoy day until the himger strike ended. Yousef described the pain as 
**unbcarable." 

15, Yousef explained that doctors were present as the riot guards at 
Guantfinamo (called the Initial Reaction Force CTRF*)) forcibly removed these NG tubes 
by placing a foot on one end of the tube and yanking the detainee's head back by his hair, 
causing fixe tube to be painfully ejected from flie detainee's nose. When the detainees 
saw this hs^ipening, they begged to have tiie tubes remain, but the guards refiised and 
continued to forcibly remove the tubes. 

16, Hki, in front of the Quant&namo physidans — including the head 
of the detainee hospital - the guards took NG tubes from one detainee, and with no 
sanitizaUon whatsoever, re-inserted it into flie nose of a different detainee. When these 
tubes were re-inserted, the detainees could see flie blood and stomach bile from other 
detainees remaining on the tubes. A person the detainees only know as *T)r,^*^ stood by 
and watched these procedures, doing nothing to intervene. 

17, Yousef s psychological and mental condition is commcaosurate 
with his rapidly foiling health He has an absohite deteraunation to die, and feels greatly 
betrayed by the fiJse promises given to him by the American government, acting throu^ 
the military. Yousef explained: "after the first strilce,aiey gave us promises. They said 
we will respect you and your religion and we will give you your rights. • They promised 
me I would be freed, Theypromised many detainees theywould be released. We 



^ Yousef described *l>r,j|* as the 'Tiead of the tortur e teani." He estimated that Dr. 
wasq>proximatetyMBHMH''*'^^^^flHI^^* He said he appeared 
to be in his ||HMBtl* and w orse a I^HHHBVfiid agMHtlfc Yousef believed 
he was a member of &e 0^f» with a^fllBH* on his uniform. A similar 
description of I>r|BJ|wa3 provided by another client 
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waited, but fliey did 3M>t deliver- Listcad, they disrespected us and our religpiou, they 
threw the Koran on the floor and stripped ua naked." Young Yousef asfced us more than 
once to try to ej^^lain to him why America would do this to him. **WhatdidIdowrong 
to America?** he mod? 

18. Yousef can no longer walk. He has lost some of his vision, and he 
is vomiting every day, including the day we visited him. He has severe headaches, and 
great pain in his ear. He is only able to uxinate once evecy few days (raising serious 
questions about his level of hydration). He is being held in a regular camp cell block, 
with no medical supervision, excq)t for the brief period(s) during the day when a medic 
comes by and hooks his NG tube iq) to a feeding bag for a short time. Hchasglvcnus 
his last wUl and testament, as he fizUy antit^ates that he is going to dio. 

19. On October 1, the day that wc saw Yousef he had been on the * 
hunger strike for a staggering 55 days. As of October 14, his hunger strike will likely 
have reached 68 days. Yousef told us that he kaew of at least 21 individuals who were 
being fed through their noses by the U.S. military. He stated that "another 15 were on the 
way," 

20. When we left Yousef on Saturday, we were supposed to see him 
again the following day, on Sunday, October 2, in part so that we could allow him to 
listen to an audio DVD of amcssage from his mother encouraging him to woric with us 
on his legal case and not to lose hope. However, on Sunday moming, we wgcc told tha^ 



^ Yousef also told us that just five days before our visit - at the same time he Was 
receiviag siqjposedly life-saving forced feeding through his nose - he was subjected 
to an Administrative Review Board proceeding, designed to detemiino whsd^ if any, 
level of threat he posed to the United States! we ^ere not provided any notice of 
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despite the exigent circumstances, we would not be able to play this message for Yousef 
because wliile the Govemmeut had no problem with the accuracy of file transcription we 
provided, they were concerned that there might be hidden messages or other material 
canbedded in this t^e from Yousef s mother (much of which conasts merely of the 
sound of a weeping mother's voice), 

21. In addition, once we arrived at the Echo canrp on Sunday, tbe 
military officials told us that Yousef had *^e&sed our visit" We asked permission to see 
Yousef to imderstand i^rfiy he was refiasing our visit, given that he had always met with us 
before and we bad left the previous day with the understanding we would see him again • 
onSunJday. Permission was deniei We were singly told that we would not be able to 
see him again. 

22. This denial is especially troubling in light of a &ct that we learned 
on this same visit from anofiicr client, Majid Al Joudi, who told us that when we visited 
in Jufy, ho was on a hunger strike and was never even notified that we had come to see 
him, as we had promised. He said that, contrary to what we had bewi told by the Staff 
Judge Advocate's office when we were at Guantfinamo in July, he had never rcfixscd our 
visits or refused our maiL We also learned JSram numerous clients tiiat fiie detainees arc 
often not even told why they are being moved wh«i they are brou^ to Camp Echo for 
an attomey-client visit, and the military confirmed that no Arabic interpreters are present 
when the guards remove tibte prisoners and bring them to Echo. In light of all of this, we 
are deeply troubled that we were denied a second opportunity to meet with Yousef as 



such a proceeding, and certainly object to its being conducted at a time when our 
client is dearly in poor mental and physical condition. 
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icqaosted. 
MafidAlJoudi 

23. On September 30, '2005, we met with Petitioner Majid Al Joudi. 

He had previously participated in the hunger strike in My to the point where he was fed 

iateavcQously and was, at liie time we saw him in Sq)tember» just beguming to participate 
i 

: in the second hmigerstnke. He said he had taken a pledge to die, and that many others 

i were joining hVr in the strike. He, too, gave us his last will and testament 

1 

Abdul-Rahman Shalabi 

24. On October 2, 2005, we met with another Paul, Weiss cheat, 
Abdul-Rahman Shalabi, whose habeas case is currently before Judge Urbina of this 
Couit like Youse^ Abdul-Rahman appeared gaunt and emaciated. He had an NO tube 
inserted in his nose and was seated in a wheelchair when we arrived. Abdnl-Rahmanis 
5* 8" taH, and prior to his participation in the hunger strike, he weigjied approximately 
143 pounds. He told us that two v/etkB prior to our meeting, his weight had akeady 
dropped to 111 pounds. 

25. Abdul-Rahman was brought over to Cmyp Echo for our mcetmg in 
an ambulance, \^ero he was carried across the gravel camp on a stretcher, and then 
broug^bt inside the ccU and transferred to a Tftteelchair (with handcuflfe). There was a 
pmplish/reddish hue to his forehead and he jqpp^sred incredibly weak. His speech was 
also slow and labored. 

26. Virtually evcryfliing Vousef described to us about his treatment 
was independently confirmed by Abdul-Rahman's description of his own treatment by 
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tbe militaiy. Each described tiie use of medical intervention as a fonn of toitare, 
petpetrated by medical and other personnel at Guant&iamo. 

27. Abdul-Rahman, too, told us of tubes bigger than his finger being 
£>rced into his nose, so that he could not breathe and ultimately passed exit He, too, told 
us of wounds in his throat and nose firom &e rq>eated forcible insertion and removal of 
these tabes by, among others, riot team goaxds. He told us of begging for anesthesia or 
sedatives &at were denied He told us the guards would deliberately stick the tubes in the 
wrong way in order to tozmeot the detainees and hopefully persuade them to disconthnxe 
tfaedr hunger strike. He described excessive bleeding fixon his nose and moutlL He, too, 
described D£ ^and told us of Orel's participation in, and supendsion o^ these 
practices. 

28. In addition, Abdul-Rahman told us tiiat one Navy doctor came and 
put the tube in his nose and down his throat and flien just kept moving the tube up and 
down, until finaUyAbdul-Rahinan starting violently Growing up blood. Abdul-Rahman 
tried to resist the **torture" fiom flns phyadan, but he could not breathe. He was 
suffocating, and when the tube that had been jabbing him internally was finally removed, 
it was fidl of blood. The guards told Abdul-Rahman to rest for two minutes, and then a ' 
female nurse was brought in to re-insert flie tube. The next day, the guards brought tubes 
that clearly had been used, and were filled wi& blood and bile. According to Abdul- 
Rahman, file guards laughed at their honor and said simply *lt*s your stomack" 

29. Abdul-Rahman indicated that some of the detainees being force- 
fed wwe on the verge of death, weighing only eighty to ei^ty-five pounds and still 
losing weight, even with medical intervention. He said he believed approximately 25 
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individaala wcro cuirently being force-fed by ftie military and that they all would die ia 
time becioise fhe NG tubes &e miUtaiy is using are ioadequa^ 

30. Abdnl-Ralnnan also told us of the psychological tonnent that is 
taking place at Giiant^amo. He told us of his dgtermmation to die and said that *^Wy 
after four years in captivity^ life and death are the same." 

31. Abdul-Rahman- who, at age 31 is older than most of our cKcaits - 
des(^d3}ed his perspective on T^iat has caused &e deqK)nd6noy at Guan^^ 

such a level ttiat detainees are willing to die: 'These [detainees] are young. They are 
htmocoat The United States thoi^t they had informatioiL These people don't have 
infomMtion. Now, tiie situation is more severe, ft has been four yeais now. People on 
this island have lost trust in any human bemg. InthebegmninglheintQiiogatorsusedto 
say 'trust us\ Ddegations from other countries said 'trast us*. All the proinises we've 
been given are lies. We lost trust" He echoed the sentiment we heard fix)m all of our 
desperate and despondent clients: "there is no law here, only iiyustice/* 

32. Ideclare, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United 
States fliat the foregoing is true and correct. 



Executed fliis 13th day of October 2005 
New Yodc New York 



/s/ 



Julia Tarver 
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